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TURK BT

n o wu PR
inonu plays it safe: President lnonu, vho must retaln a seat
in the Netional Assembiy to be eiigible for conbinuwaticn in
his present high ofiice, 18 eprareniiy iLaking care to avoid
a repetition of his experience in the last election, four
years ago, when there were jndications that he actually lost
his seat and had to have the vote count hastily adjusted to
take care of the situntion. in whe forthcoming eiections,
as heretofore, Indnli wiil run in the province of Ankare. Th:s
year, however, it appocars thet he plans to tour the province
before the electiocns o show kimself to the provincial count.ly-
folk outside the clty of Ankars wno rarely, if sver, have seqn
him. Furthermore, he may accept oricrs from ths provinces o
Konya or Malatya to stand as & deputy for ons of them, such
dual candidscy being permissilble according to the law. Sinec
his family has long been assocliaced with Malatya, perhaps
the latter will be ithe ravored choice for In8nl's electorel

insurance pollicy.

Flood damge: The severe fl0cds at Eskisehir in northwester:n
Turkey, the worst in years, neve left many thousands of people
homeless and perhaps as mAy vwho are exceedingly bitter over
the government's alleged taiiure to take any adequate preven-
tive action. According to & press report, the president of
Turkey, during a visit to the area, was actuslly greeted

with angry shouts to the effect that governmental lnactlvity
and meladministration was responsible for the floods. These
accusations already bave a partisan cast despite presidential
appeals that politics be kept out of what amounts to a naticnal
calemity, and politics will probably continue to creep back
into the discussion. The ruling People's R.publican Party,
which bad seemed to have gained popular support during recert
wonths, may find that the Democratic opposition is perfectly
capable of taking advantage of the fliood situation to win
voters away from the government. To the probable governmental
disclaimer of responsibility, which will doubtless be accom-
panied by perfectly true assertions that plens for the control
and utilization of the weterways concerned have already beei:
prepared by W specialists, tue opposition may repeat the
angry words reportedly addressed by a Democratic deputy to
Ingné himself at Eskisehir: “The plans were mede long ago,
only there isn't anybody to carry them cut."
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Fence-mending in the Sudan: ..n articipation of renewed
discussions with the UK over ithe status of the Anglo-Egyptien
Sudan, Egypt's ¥Wafd Government hae been subtly attempting tc
strengthen its standing with politically corscious Sudanese-

In the past, Egypt clamored [ur incorporatiocn of the Sudan

into its own territory and susported the pro-union groups ir
the Sudan &8s against the Inderendent Front, which has favored
the British (and particlpated in the British.sponsored Sudar
Legislative Assembly) despite its baslc demand that the Suden
be freed from British as weil as tgyptian rule. Recently.
hovever, igypt has shifted the enphesis from unification LO

the idea of a loose tederation between the two countries, in
response to indicetions that vhe two leadlng politico-religious
blocs in the Sudan ere slovwiy moving toward 2 compromise derand
for immediate replacement oi the present regilme by a Sudanese
Republic, whose future relationship with Egypt would be deter-
mined by plebiscite. 7This modification of Egypt's attlitude
evidently represents an attempt to dissipate Sudanese fears

of Egyptian domination and estelish sgypt as the friend of

a uni.ed Sudanese political povement. Should the Wafd Gove:n-
ment thus succeed in luring toae pro-independence parties away
from the UK, the British would have the unpleasant cholce either
of justifying the present British policy of gradually providing
self -government for the Sudaniese, or of golng the Egyptlans

one better.

LYRIA--LEBANON

ggnngngg;;jggg The Syrian Government's recently announced
"temporary transiticunal measures" regarding economic relatlions
with L-banon in effect suspend the customs union between the
two countries. Current rumors that this actlion presages &a
final definite economic break do not, however, appear justl-
fied. In the course of Syro-Lebanese relations, various tem-
porary irritations have freguently led to threats by one

side or the other of & break in their economic ties. Whlle
the present case--which apparently arose more out of politicsal
friction than out of such economic jifferences as the premium
enjoyed by the Lebaness pound--appears to be more serious

than similar developments in .he past, the fact remalns theti
the two countries are ecomomicaldiy interdependent. Syrian
yrade must still move, for the most part, through the port

of Beilrut; Lcbanon contlnues obliged to rely upon Syrian
agriculture {(particularly grain) for its needs. Thus, although
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these two countries are once !wre Lrading insults across

the border like spoiled children, it appears probabie that
self.-interest will again oblige then in the and to reestablish
some workable mpdus vivendi.

TR4N

Saed: The recent.y submitted resignstion of
Prime Minister Saed frees Iran of & government which, though
it mensged to remain in office for all of 17 months, has Ia
recent months shown increasing inabillty to cope with Iran’s
problems. Saed, who has repeatedly expressed a desire Lo
relinquish the premiership, bas been & notable fallure witha
regard to halting Iran’s deepaening ecoromlic depresslon, and
his resignation at this time was peportedly due to the Shah's
1pe over the government's continued floundering durlng nis
recent absence in Pakistan. In addition, Sasd has been
unsuccessful in obtaining a vote of conflidence from the
new Majlis.

While the passing of a weak government ai & time when
Iran is facing a critical situation is not to be bemoaned,
the Shah, in removing Saed, has brought down upon himself
the problem of {inding someore who is an improvement. None
of the men mentioned as possible successors to Saed gives
real promise of being able to carry out the drastic program
which the present situation demands. Unless the Shah succeaxds
in meeting the growing popular demand for & strong and compoatent
premier, however, the tendency toward frustration and despair
in Iran will spread, with the result thsat the government wiil
become increasingly vulnerable to the subversive efforts of
the pro-Soviet Tudeh Party ard to other dissidents.

25X6A §Ooixl AN BRIEF
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Chief of Staff General Razmere attaches no special significance
to the extensive Soviet mancuvers presently being held in the
ares north of the frontier betuween the Moghan Steppes and
Astara. As a precautionary moasure, however, he has ordered
that an Iranisn battelion near Astara, which was due to be
_.pelieved remain in the area together with the nevly arrived
relieving battalion.

3¢ & *

It is unlikely that the Tudeh Party's clandestine operational
center has been transierred irom Agorbaljan to Khorasan in
northeastern Iran, a2 reporied by the Iranian Director Gensral
of Propaganda. While very 1ittle is known about the present
Tudeh underground organization and nothing about its actlve
leaders, it is probable that Tudeh has establlished reglonal
centers in both Khorasan and Azerbeljen and that 1ts chief
operations center is in Tehren.

* e *

. _Pakistap is to apepd more than half

its current revenue budget on defemse. Indie also will speand
approximtely half its current budget on defense, in spite of
previous intimations 1t would cut military spending. These
large expenditu-es jndicate once more that the economic
development of both countries is being subordinated in faver
of defense, due to continuing tension between them.

* #* =

P ster of Pskistan and the Governor of the North
West Frontier Province have expressed the bellef that
Afghanistan's agitation in the tribal arcas has Indian
finaneisl support. In suypport of this contention, they
point out that textiles and bread flour are being =old on the
Afghan side of the Durand line at fully 25 percent below pre-

vailling Kabul prices.

*
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The current visit of the Prims Minister of Psklsisn to Paccs.
at & tims when the Constitutent Assenbly is Iin session, indi-
cates deep concern over the B ngel situation and may result
in & joint declaration with Indian Prime Minister Nehru on
the subject. In addition to the internatlonal aspects of the
unrest, the possitle loss of Hindu clerks in the banks 1is
viewed with alarm.

# * #

Ap editorial of 27 January in the Cominform journal For A
Lasting Peace: For A People'n Democracy, published in
Bucharest, apparently sets the stege for a change of tactics
by Indian Communists. <Thils editorial advocates abandonment
of the unsuccessful "militant” tactics used by the CPI since

. Fobruary 1948 and urges the adoption of more peaceful methods

of achleving Communist aims. Indisan Communists have indicated

that they intend to follow thoe new line. If they do so, the
Government of India will find 1t difficult to suppress the
CPI and its publications, and the Communist movement in Indls
mey rapidly gain in stremgth.
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